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Correspondence 


Vaccination—An Experience 
sir,—Speculative practice in medicine 
unethical, and rightly so, yet the re- 
pneration of the public vaccinator is 
mntingent on the successful result of the 
ration, and is not made for the per- 
omance of vaccination. 

During the period in which the Glas- 
ow Outbreak of small-pox occurred last 
ear, I had the unusual experience of 
nding that of 12 consecutive entries in 
my vaccinator’s register 7 related to un- 
ccessful vaccination, whereas of the 
previous 100 performed by me ‘only 6 
were unsuccessful. My comment that 
he potency of the lymph appeared low 
dilution owing to increased demand from 
Glasgow) was denied by a Ministry of 
Health official, who gave his opinion that 
my ignorance of the principles of vac- 
cination was responsible. 

This page in my register brought to 
my notice the speculative character of 
public vaccination, and I observed that 
in one case alone I had paid six visits, 
travelling 42 miles, vaccinated thrice, 
completed seven forms and three double 
entries in a register, all for the sum of one 


‘| shilling, obtainable after sending to the 


county council an analysed form of ac- 
count for the quarter, to be followed 
later by an analysis of public vaccination 
for the year. After correspondence with 
the county council, in which I drew 
attention to the unsatisfactory nature of 
the contract, and suggested that payment 
for work done should be the basis 
of a future contract, I resigned. My 
neighbours refused to undertake the dis- 
trict, and now I learn that a practitioner 
residing over 12 miles away has been 
appointed, who may yet discover that 
travelling 192 miles in an endeavour to 
produce “successful” vaccination in an 
insusceptible infant for the sum of one 
shilling is uneconomic and unethical.— 


I am, etc., 
Tollerton, York. A. K. THOMAS. 


The Beveridge Report 


Sirn.—We have now had a fairly long 
discussion in your columns and else- 
where on the effect of the Beveridge 
report on the future of the medical pro- 
fession. Is it not time that an effort was 
made to crystallize our attitude to the 
main proposals in that report? Organiza- 
tions other than the B.M.A. are sending 
out questionaries on matters of compen- 
sation for practices in the event of their 
being taken over by the Government, 
and it cannot be denied that there is a 
general feeling that we have no united 
policy to present to the Government 


_ when the discussions begin to take place 


in Parliament. Insurance societies and 
friendly societies and other interested 
bodies are making their objections or 
agreement vocal in the public press and 
elsewhere. while we are whirling round 
in a maelstrom of discussion that is lead- 
ing us nowhere. 


Is it not possible for the B.M.A. to 
prepare a questionary addressed to all 
practitioners in the country to secure a 
unified consensus of opinion on the main 
points affecting us in the new proposals? 
Such an opinion, backed by the majority 
of practitioners in the country, would be 
of immense strength in presenting our 
case. None of us wants universal panel 
practice. None of us really likes panel 
practice from a purely medical point of 
view, but we appreciate the financial 
advantages. All of us want an assurance 
of adequate compensation in the event of 
our practices being taken over. Many of 
us do not see how the scheme can 
possibly work in. rural areas. All these 
points could be dealt with in a ques- 
tionary. What we need is a defined 
policy supported by the expressed 
opinion of the profession as a whole, and 
not merely by representatives at a B.M.A. 
conference. Such a statement of policy 
can be achieved by the method I have 


suggested.—I am, etc., 
Histon, Cambs. A. E. Moore. 


Sir,—Dr. A. Wiseman’s letter (Supple-- 


ment, Jan. 30, p. 15) needs a reply from 
those of us who believe that a State 
Medical Service would indeed mean a 
form of slavery for medical men. If Dr. 
Wiseman had attended the recent in- 
augural meeting of the Individualists 
Society, and had seen the crowded hall— 
the audience being composed of mem- 
bers of all political parties—he might not 
have thought the Beveridge report com- 
manded such universal approval as given 
out by the Press. He would, too, have 
been made aware that the lay public are 
keenly aware of the disadvantages of a 
State Medical Service had he heard the 
speech of Sir Frederick Hamilton, which 
emphasized the dangers of such a service. 
Unfortunately, for one reason or another, 
the Press either omitted all reference to 
the meeting or gave it but small space. 
I recommend Dr. Wiseman to obtain a 
copy of Sir Ernest Benn’s speech and to 
read it—I am, etc., 
RUSSELL STEELE. 


Beveridge Report and Medical Planning 


Sir—A meeting of the medical profes- 
sion in Bristol was held on Jan. 21, at 
which there was an attendance of 59. 
The following resolutions were passed: 
(1) That this meeting, representative of 
the medical profession in Bristol, urges 
the Medical Planning Commission to 
study without delay the implications of 
the Beveridge report, with special refer- 
ence to conditions of service and re- 
muneration. Carried unanimously. (2) 
That any future medical service should 
be based on the family, both for the pro- 
motion of positive health and for the 
treatment of disease, rather than on clinic 
systems of selected groups of individuals 
—e.g., school children, factory workers, 
etc. Carried with one dissentient.—I am, 


etc., 
H. M. GOoLpIna, 
Hon. Sec., Bristol Division, B.M.A. 


NEW HOSPITAL PROVIDENT 
SCHEME FOR LONDONERS 


Members of the middle classes often find 
it difficult to meet the cost during illness 
of the private ward in a hospital or a 
nursing home. There has been no pro- 
vident scheme to enable them to insure 
against the misfortune of illness in the 
same way as people with smaller in- 
comes could insure by belonging to a 
hospital contributory scheme. So far as 
London is concerned, however, this posi- 
tion is to be altered. A provident fund 
to cover hospital and/or nursing home 
charges for people of moderate means 
has just been launched by the London 
Association for Hospital Services, Ltd., 
a non-profit-making concern which is 
sponsored by the King Edward's Hos- 
pital Fund for London. There is no 
lower or upper income limit; anyone 
may become a member provided he is 
not over 60 and either lives or works in 
the London Metropolitan Area. The 
annual rates of subscription are, for a 
single subscriber, £2 12s.; subscriber 
with one dependant, £4 4s.; with two 
dependants, £4 16s.; with three depen- 
dants, £5 2s. ; and with four or more de- 
pendants, £5 5s. For these payments a 
subscriber of six months’ standing is 
entitled to benefits up to a total of £105 
annually towards hospital or nursing 
home charges, fees of doctors, surgeons, 
and anaesthetists while in hospital, con- 
sultations during treatment, and the costs 
of radiodiagnostic services, pathological 
and bacteriological investigations, and 
radiotherapy. No contribution is made 
towards preliminary consultation fees or 
for mental cases, confinements, war in- 
juries, cases of pulmonary tuberculosis, 
notifiable diseases, incurable or senile 
cases, medical cases treated by the 
patient’s own doctor at his surgery or 
at home, or dental and ophthalmic cases. 
While the total sum paid in benefits in 
any one year may (as stated) be £105, 
there is a fixed scale of allowances for 
the individual services likely to be re- 
quired—i.e., the grant towards the cost 
of a major surgical operation is limited 
to £26 5s. in any one year, for consulta- 
tions during treatment £6 6s., and for a 
course of radiotherapy £25 5s. in any one 
year. The scheme has been drawn up 
with the general approval of the volun- 
tary hospitals and in consultation with 
the B.M.A. to ensure that it is acceptable 
to the medical profession. . The chairman 
of the council of management is Sir 
Bernard Docker, and among the mem- 
bers are Sir Hugh Lett, Dr. G. C. 
Anderson, and Dr. W. Russell Brain. 
The offices of the association, of which 
Mr. T. W. Place is the secretary, are at 
10, Old Jewry, London, E.C.2. 


The Minister of Health has informed the 
Pudsey Town Council that, after considering 
the evidence at the public inquiry into the 
council’s application for rmission to 
terminate the appointment of their medical 
officer of health, Dr. E. O. Bowie, he has 
decided that he would not be justified in con- 
senting to Dr. Bowie’s dismissal. 

1995 


L : 
mally 
ition 
form 
m for | 
Edin- 
H. 
RES 
D.m. 
p.m, 
Sec- 
dico- 
ction 
nster 
uate | 
Feb. | 
stra- 
3 in 
tro- 
TAL, 
: 
th, 
of 
is 
id 
r- 
y « 
| 


28 Fes. 20, 1943 


NATIONAL EYE SERVICE 
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THE NATIONAL EYE SERVICE 


A meeting of the Ophthalmic Group 
Committee of the B.M.A. was held on 
Jan. 15 under the chairmanship of Dr. 
O. G. Morgan. The first act of the 
Committee was to place on record its pro- 
found appreciation of the services of Mr. 
Bishop Harman during his term of office 
as chairman of the former Ophthalmic 
Committee from 1929 to 1938 and of 
the Group Committee from 1938 to 1942. 
This was proposed by Dr. J. L. Wilson, 
seconded by Mr. Harrison Butler, sup- 
ported by Mr. H. R. Bickerton, and 
carried unanimously. 

The chief business of the meeting, like 
that of the other committees. was to 
consider certain aspects of the Beveri-ce 
report, especially the question whether 
the comprehensive service envisaged 
should be available to the whole of the 
community. On this point a long ex- 
change of views took place, and the feel- 
ing of the Committee was presented to 
the Council at its.last meeting. 

The question of the fee for ophthalmic 
medical examinations under the National 
Eye Service was again considered. Here 
again the Beveridge report raised its head. 
While those working the service do not 
want to take more than half a guinea 
from people earning less than £5 per 
week, they do not see why they should 
examine people with higher incomes for 
less than a guinea. But as the Beveridge 
report has not yet been discussed in 
Parliament it seemed an inappropriate 
time to force the issue. It was suggested 
that although the Beveridge scheme de- 


clared for 100% of the community com-' 


ing into the provided service the condi- 
tions would be different. If a contributor 
had to visit a clinic he would be less 
likely to seek these services at a cheaper 
rate. At the present time not all towns 
have clinics, and the surgeons in these 
places have to see the patients in their 
consulting rooms. 

The Committee decided to reaffirm the 
policy of differential rates (that is, for 
persons whose incomes are under £250, 
a rate of 10s. 6d., and for those whose 
incomes are over £250 and under £420, 
one guinea), and to circularize con- 
stituents advising them that although this 
policy had been reaffirmed it was not 
proposed at this stage, pending the 
outcome of the deliberations on the 
Beveridge report, to enforce it. 

The remainder of the business before 
the Committee concerned a question of 
disciplinary control affecting a member 
of the service, and an.application for 
inclusion in the Association’s Ophthalmic 
List. 


H.M. Forces Appointments 


4 ROYAL NAVY 


Surg. Lieut.-Cmdr. J. Reese to be Surg. Cmdr. 

Acting Surg. Licut.-Cmdr. (Emergency) R. A. C. 
Herron to be Surg. Lieut.-Cmdr. (Emergency). 

Surg. Lieuts. R. T. May, M. F. Sheehan, P. 
O’Brien, M. M. J. Enright, and C. D. Coode to 
be Surg. Lieut.-Cmdrs. 

Surg. Lieuts. (Emergency) G. T. Holroyd, F. A. 
Crosfill, and R. Vaughan-Jones to be Surg. Lieut.- 
Cmdrs. (Emergency). 


Royat NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


Prob. Temp. Surg. Lieuts. H. R. Gray, H. N. 
Robson, W. A. B. Campbell, R. C. Blackney, 
C. A. Kilpatrick, R. D. Hoare, A. J. Whitaker, 
G. S. Hopkins, E. C. Glover, J. B. Searle, P. D. 
Crosbie, D. F. Smith, and I. P. McL. MacDougall 
to be Temp. Surg. Lieuts. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 

Lieut.-Col. (Temp. Col.) G. B. Hadden having 
attained the age for retirement has been retained 
on the Active List supernumerary to the establish- 
ment. 

Lieut.-Cols. W. Bird and E. E. Holden have 
attained the age for retirement, but afe retained on 
the active list, supernumerary to establishment. 

Majors (Temp. Lieut.-Cols.) R. N. Ph 
C. B. C. Anderson, O.B.E., P. E. D. Pank, G. 
Moulson, G. B. Wild, and R. D. Cameron, M.C., 
to be Lieut.-Cols. 

Capt. (War Subs. Major) (Temp. Lieut.-Col.) 
R. W. Scott to be Major. 

Capt. (Temp. Major) M. S. W. Bisdee to be 
Major. 

Capt. F. King to be Major. 

War Subs. Capi. H. H. Serunian has relinquished 
his commission. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY, R.A.M.C. 


Lieut.-Col. (Temp. Col.) (local Brig.) F. A. E. 
Crew, T.D., F.R.S., R.A.M.C., has relinquished 
the local rank of Brig. 

Col. A. R. Laurie, T.D., has relinquished his 
ae on account of ill-health and retains his 
rank. 

Capt. P. F. Delaney has relinquished his com- 
mission on account of ill-health and has been granted 
the hon. rank of Major. 

_ War Subs. Capt. A. G. W. Whitfield has re- 
linquished his commission on account of ill-health 
and has been granted the hon. rank of Major. 

General List—Lieut. E. G. Murphy from super- 
numerary to be Lieut. for service with Birmingham 
Contingent Senior Training Corps. 

2nd Lieut. R. C. Simpson, from 8th Bn. D.L.I., 
T.A., to be Lieut. 


LAND FORCES: EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 
RoyaL ARMY MEDICAL Corps 


_ War Subs. Capt. A. McL. Fraser has relinquished 
his commission on account of ill-health and has 
been granted the hon. rank of Major. 

_War Subs. Capt. L. N. O’Hara has relinquished 
his commission on appointment to the I.M.S. 

War Subs. Capts. D. MacD. I. Harmer, E. Smith, 
Cc. A. Macadie, and S. B. Sansom have relinquished 
their commissions on account of ill-health and have 
been granted the hon. rank of Capt. 

_War Subs. Capt. J. Wilkinson has relinquished 
yom commission and has been granted the rank of 

pt. 

The notification regarding Lieut. J. Schorstein in 
a Supplement to the London Gazette dated Nov. 
24, 1942, is cancelled. 

To be Lieuts.: C. Campbell, J. H. D. Lawrie, 
J. McComb, J. M. Rosie, S. Smithson, C. Starkie, 
R. M. L. Andezson, J. V. Banner, R. V. Bannister, 
A. N. Boyle, N. R. Carlson, J. Collins, G. A. 
Craig. I. R. Duthie, J. H. Ebbetts, W. J. M. 
Evans, R. F. Fidler, R. B. Floyd, A. K. Gallagher, 


_E. W. Gibbs, F. S. Glassow, G. Graves, J. R. G.' 
_Grice, F. P. Haldane, B. Hyde, S. 


Lewin, J. D. McFadyen, V. 
Moffat, D. F. Morgan, W. R. Muirhead, A. R. 
Munro, R. M. P. O’Dolan, F. P. H. E. Orban, 
R. E. M. Paterson, H. A. Pearce, M. T. Pheils, 
F. C. Read, J. Reed, J. W. F. Richardson, H. 
Riley, T. L. Ross, W. D. Sheldrake, A. W. 
Simmins, A. B. C. Smith, C. F. J. Smith, R. S. 
Smith, B. W. S. Spurgin, I. H. Stewart, G. S. 
Thompson, R. J. Waugh, G. Wetherley-Mein, 
R. A. Williams, E. G. Williamson, J. L. Wilson, 
T. Skeoch (correction), J. Shoreston. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 

FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE, 1, Wimpole Street, W.— 
Brompton Hospital : Tues. and Thurs., 4.30 p.m., 
M.R.C.P. course in chest diseases. London 
Homoeopathic Hospital: Wed. afternoon, Clini- 
cal surgery demonstration (limited to 6). St. 
Stephen's Hospital: All day, Sat. and Sun., Feb. 
27 and 28, Week-end course in rheumatism. 

EDINBURGH POSTGRADUATE LECTURES.—At_ Edin- 
burgh Royal Infirmary, Thurs., 4.30 p.m. Dr. 
C. Clayson: Modern Trends in the Prevention and 
Treatment of Tuberculosis. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES & LECTURES 

RoyaL Society OF MEDICINE.—Mon., 4.30 p.m. 
Section of Odontology. Thurs., 4.30 p.m. Sec- 
tion of Urology. Fri., 2.30 p.m. Section of 
Disease in Children, at Great Ormond Street 
Hospital ; 2.30 p.m. Section of Epidemiology and 
State Medicine. 

Cuapwick Trust.—At London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine, Keppel Street, Gower 
Street, W.C., Tues., 2.30 p.m., Prof. M. Green- 
wood, F.R.S.: Social and Industrial Environ- 
ment and Disease. ‘ 

MEDICAL SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF WVENEREAL 
DisEasEs, 11, Chandos Street, W.—Sat. (Feb. 27), 
2.30 p.m., Dr. A. H. Harkness: Drug Resistance 
in Gonorrhoea, with Special Reference to Aetio- 
logy and Treatment. 

ROYAL SOCIETY OF TROPICAL MEDICINE AND HYGIENE. 
—At 26, Portland Place, W., Wed., 4.30 p.m. 
Dr. A. G. H. Smart: Some Medical Problems in 
the Colonies in Wartime. 
follow. 


A_ discussion will 


ASSOCIATION NOTICES 
Election of Member of Council by 
and Sussex Branches 


Notice is hereby given that owing to 
death of Dr. A. M. Watts a vacancy ex 
on the Council for the Kent and Su 
Branches. Nomination of candidates 
the remainder of the period 1942-3 m 
be forwarded in writing so as to re 
me by March 15, 1943. Candidates 
be nominated by either (a) a Division 
(b) not fewer than three members of 
Branch in the group, and must be me 
bers of a Branch included in the Gro 
and members of the Association tor 
least the period of three years in 
mediately preceding the election. 

If more than one candidate is no 
ated voting papers will be issued g 
March 29 to each member of the Grou 

G. C. ANDERSON, 
Secretary, 


Diary of Central Meetings 
MARCH 


4 Thurs. Journal Board, 1.45 p.m. 
31 Joint Conference of Members of thy 
Special Representative Meeting and of 

Members of the Special Conference of 
Representatives of Local Medical ani 

Panel Committees, 9.30 a.m. 

Special Representative Meeting, 1.4 

p.m. approximately. 

Special Conference of Representatives of 

Local Medical and Panel Committees, 

3.15 p.m. 


Branch and Division Meetings to be Held 


EASTBOURNE DIVISION.—Joint meeting with East- 
bourne Medical Society at Princess Alice Hospital, 
Eastbourne, Tues., Feb. 23, 8.30 p.m. Wing Cmdr. 
Fiens’ Durand: Medical Problems of Operational 


APPOINTMENTS 


Davis, Haro.p, M.B., B.Chir., M.R.C.P., Tempor- 
ary Physician to Out-patients, Hampstead General 
and North-West London Hospital. 

GoopwiLL, D., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.P.H., 
Temporary Assistant Medical Officer, Metropolitan 
Borough of Islington. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, & DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this 
head is 10s. 6d. This amount should be forwarded 
with the notice, authenticated with the name and 
address of the sender, and should reach the Adver- 
tisement Manager not later than first post Monday 
morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTH 


HALLINAN.—On Jan. 30, 1943, at the War Memorial 
Hospital, Crickhowell, Breconshire, to Margery 
(née Pullin), wife of Flight Lieutenant F. J. 
Hallinan, M.B., B.Ch.N.U.I.), a son (Phillip 


Edward). 
MARRIAGE 


Orr—Stark.—At Knightswood Baptist Church, 
Glasgow, on Feb. 9, 1943, by the Rev. J. Allan 
Brown, M.A., B.D., assisted by the Rev. W. F. 
Gibbons, B.D., of Alloa, Flying Officer John 
Orr, M.B., Ch.B., R.A.F.V.R., only son of the 
late John and of Mrs. Orr, 11, Church Street, 
Alloa, to Helen Guthrie Chalmers, S.R.G.&F.N., 
elder daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Stark, 
5, Lincoln Avenue, Glasgow, W.3. 


DEATH 


StTiRLING.—On Feb. 7, 1943, at the Private Patients 
Home, Manchester, Dr. James M. Stirling, age 
47 years, beloved husband of Greta Stirling, 
Heversham,’’ 357, Stockport Road, Levenshulme, 
Manchester. ‘ 


The Minister of Health announces (Cir- 
cular 2763) that the restriction placed last 
June on the promotion of holders of A and 
B2 posts is suspended, but any proposed 
transfer of a Class A officer to a B2 post or 
of a B2 officer to a B1 post must be notified 
to the Central Medical War Committec, 
where practicable, at least a month before it 
is due to take place. The restriction on the 


transfer from one hospital to another of 
holders of B1 posts (Supplement, Aug. 22, 
1942, p. 20) is to continue until April 30 next. 
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